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Introduction
The migrations of man have been of interest and

importance from the beginning of time.

The earliest Egyptian

civilization felt the effects of the Seme tic Normads; Greece
and Rome sent out colonists whose migrations affected world

history.

In the past two centuries the United States has re-

ceived a vast horde of immigrants who have left a lasting im-

pression on our history.

Each time a foreign group injects it-

self into a civilization it is inevitable that certain changes

in the social, cultural and even political life of that civili-

zation will be effected.
The year 1885 marked the beginning of the invasion
of the Connecticut Valley by the Slav, who worked either as a

farm hand in the tobacco and onion fields or as a laborer in
the mills.

The increase in the number of these people was so

rapid that in 1930 they represented 33.9 per cent of the total

foreign born population whereas in 1885 they had accounted for
only .9 per cent.

Unfortunately, it is impossible to attack the entire

problem of Polish immigration at this time.

The scope of this

paper will be limited to a study of those immigrants who came
as laborers to the farms and worked their way up to the position
of land owners.

The area to be investigated must also of necessi-

ty be limited in order to permit thoroughness.

Accordingly the

town of Hadley, Massachusetts has been settled upon as the area
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to be studied.

Hadley is an appropriate selection not only

because of its similarity to the other towns in the Valley,
but because the Slavic invasion of Hadley has been a large

factor in saving the town from apparent decadence and in making it one of the most prosperous and populous towns in the

Connecticut Valley.
The present piece of work is by no means the first

devoted to Slavs in the Connecticut Valley.

The outstanding

work is Our Slavic Fellow Citizen by Emily Green Balch. This
book includes descriptions of all the Slavic settlements in
the United States, and devotes considerable space to an ex-

position of conditions among the Slavs of Hadley up to the
1

year 1909.

This book, which is commended by Mary Richmond,

was written at a time when the Slavic invasion was still under

way and had not yet reached its peak.

Briefly then, it gives

valuable information and data which can be compared with data
gathered for the year 1930 to show the progress the Slav has
made.

On the Trail of the Immigrant, by Edward A. Steiner,

does not deal with any particular region but is a story of
the customs and character of the

various parts of this country.

race and their reception in

In 1910 Dr. A. E. Cance super-

vised a study of the Slavic tobacco and onion growers of Sunderland, Massachusetts for the United States Immigration Commission.

This is mainly an economic study, but because of subsequent
1

Richmond, Mary, Social Diagnosis (New York 1917)

p.

386
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events it is not as accurate an indication of conditions
as might be desired.

Furthermore, several articles concern-

ing Slavs are to be found in various periodicals.

These ar-

ticles, however, are devoted almost entirely to the social

conditions of the Slavs and, like the above-mentioned books,
were written previous to 1910, a date which by no means marked
a cessation in the Slavs progress.

There is room for further study, chiefly because
of the fact that the subject has not been exploited since 1910.

The work that has been done is mostly concerned with the social

aspect, whereas this study is devoted to the economic conditions

and results of the immigration.

While economic history in it-

self may not be a tremendously interesting subject to some, one

must realize that it is the foundation of all history.

Whether

one is interested in social, political, cultural, or military

history he must first understand economic history, for it is
this phase of man's activities that influences his every action.
As an example of this fact, one can study the political condi-

tions leading to the fall of the Roman empire, but if the stu-

dent does not appreciate the economic situation of ancient Rome
he has not obtained a whole picture.

The same is true of the

social aspect of the Slavic immigration; if one does not appreciate the economic situation he does not truly understand the

subject at hand.

Finally, we must realize that the time rapidly

is approaching when our primary witnesses will no longer be

available to discuss the question or describe the innumerable
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colorful and important incidents so necessary to this type
of study.

The study began with an examination of the histor-

ical and economic background of the town of Hadley.

This was

followed by an investigation into the situation in Europe

which prompted the Slavs to come to America.

The arrival of

the Slavic farms in 1885 followed, and included a discussion
of the activities of the labor agents,

the growth of the Slavic

population, and the outstanding qualities of the Slavic laborer.
The transition of the Slav from laborer to land owner was then

developed.

This included both an exposition of the agricultural

situation in Hadley after 1885, and of the characteristics of
the Slav suitable to farm operation, as well as a study of the

labor and tenancy stages.

Finally the achievement of the goal

and the effect of the attitude of older residents was examined.
In securing the information necessary in the above

procedure, various methods or agencies were employed.

and national census reports were studied.

The state

The State Census Re-

port was used almost entirely because it gave figures for all

towns regardless of size.

This practice was abandoned by the

United States Census Bureau at the end of the last century.

The

General Court of Massachusetts in Chapter 453 of the Acts of 1924

curtailed the scope of the state census to such an extent that
the Census Report for 1925 is 30 pages in length, whereas the

1915 Census Report was approximately 3000 pages.

The federal

census gives information on the nativity of foreign

bom

only by
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counties and communities of over 10,000 population.

Because

of this fact it must be noticed that the 1930 figures for Hadley

are estimates that are based on county trends.
The town records of Hadley are invaluable in that

their information gives an accurate account of just what conditions are now and have been in the past.
the assessors'

books to ascertain the amount of land owned by

Slavs at different periods.
tically.

The writer studied

The land owners are listed alphabe-

Although it would seem that the name is

nationality, such is not true.

a basis for

The names Green and Moore are

examples of Slavs who have adopted Anglicized names.

The error

that might have crept in because of this practice was avoided

through the gracious cooperation of the clerks in the town assessor's office.

By inspecting the town clerk's reports, as published

in the annual town reports, the writer was able to secure data on
the number of births to both native and foreign born parents.

Be-

cause of the fact that a street list is not required of towns the
size of Hadley, however, much valuable information was not available.
The use of the questionnaire was necessary in order to

determine the length of the laborer period and the tenancy period.
The difficulties of personally interviewing the Slavs in Hadley

were many.

The attitude of the people was confusing; some were

proud of what they have done, others regarded questions by a

stranger as trickery of some sort, and were not willing
answers.

to

give

The fact that most of the Slavic immigrants have never
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mastered the English language also made it desirable to sim-

plify the number and scope of the questions.

For this reason

the questionnaire was made as simple as possible and confined

solely to three dates; the date of arrival, date first land
rented, date first land bought.

Having decided that 50 would

be an adequate sample, the writer visited farms scattered

throughout the town.

The subjects were selected at random.

If

there were signs of people about the house it was selected.

In

some cases the occupants were non-Slavic and so were disregarded.
It seems that this process of selection was the most desirable

method as it included farms in every section of Hadley, on all
types of soil, and in all stages of prosperity.

Considerable material, not available in printed form,
was obtained by interviewing a number of residents of Hadley and

Amherst who were in a position to offer reliable information.
While stories of all kinds could be heard, it was necessary to
be sure that the source of the information was trustworthy.

Among the people whose experience has been of help are Mrs. Clifton

Johnson of Hadley, wife of a local historian; Mr. Frank Pelissier,

Town Clerk of Hadley; Mr. M.

E.

Manning, known as the "Onion King"

of Hadley; Mr. Robert Morgan of the Amherst Savings Bank; and

Mr. Frank Loomis of Amherst, who in the past has made trips to
the Castle Garden Immigration Station in New York to bring back

Slavic farm hands.
An additional source of information was

a

survey made
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by the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture in 1929. This

survey had as its purpose a study of farming conditions in
the Connecticut Valley and covered many towns.

Only those

questionnaires concerning Hadley were employed here.

The chief

value of the study was that it classified the owners by nationality and gave information on the financial condition of some
60 Slavic farm owners of Hadley.

After personal contact with

these Slavs it seemed quite probable that the information given
to the enumerators in 1929 was not always exact.

The difficulty

of obtaining details from these people, who do not speak English

with ease and who are distrustful of people who pry into their
personal affairs, has been mentioned before.

This situation com-

bined with the incompleteness of the survey, left very little
of value to be employed in this study.

Aside from using the

date of purchase as a sample to show the period in which buying
was the heaviest, little information has been used.

Before entering the study itself it is essential that

certain terms, to be encountered throughout the paper, be defined.

The outstanding term to be clarified is "Polish".

We

continually refer to the neighboring farmers as Polanders, Polaks,
Pollacks or the more ethically correct, Poles.

As a matter of

fact we use these terms when speaking of Russians, Austrians,
Czechs, Ukranians, Slovaks, and Poles.

Since all of these

nationalities are present in varying degrees, it is immediately
apparent that the term "Pole" is inaccurate.

The term "Slav"
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is more exact because it includes all the nationalities men-

tioned above.

Therefore,

the term "Slav" will be used through-

out, for the purpose of including the small faction that is

not truly Polish.

One cannot rely solely on political lines

when considering the inhabitants of the eastern section of
Balch bases a non-political Slavic nationality on the

Europe.

presence of a physical kinship which, although not closely defined, has resulted in what is conceded to be a Slavic type.
In addition to the physical link, there is a community of lan-

guage "indicative of local proximity either past or present,
some degree of common his tory --and the probability of continu,

2

ing close relationship." Finally, there is a community of culture which binds the Slavs together as a race.

Briefly then,

while we shall continually speak of Slavs, it must be kept in

mind that the majority of the people under discussion are Polish,

but the more inclusive term is used to include the not inconsi-

derable number of others who improperly are referred to as Poles
because of the characteristics which they possess in common with
the Pole.

For present purposes then a "Slav" is a member of

any of these nationalities such as Russians, Poles, Czechs or

Lithuanians who are related through language, blood, culture or
common history.

When one realizes the varied national extractions of
the Slavs, he can appreciate the difficulty of classifying them.
2

Balch,

E.

G.

,

Our Slavic Fellow Citizens .

(New York 1910) p. 7.
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Some Poles are converted and proclaim themselves Russians or
Austrians, while others, despite their birth on Russian or

Prussian territory, consider such a classification of nationality to be insulting.

That the Massachusetts Census Bureau

was uncertain as to how the problem should be treated can be

seen by the following figures:
Austrians

Germans

1905

276

-

1915

-

-

Poles

Russians
96

792

The 276 and the 96 did not leave the community during the decade but in 1915 the Bureau began to classify Austrians, Russians,

and Germans as Polish and Non-polish.

It is a

question somewhat akin to the classification of Jews.
In studying the immigration into the county it was

difficult to ascertain just what classification should be employed.

The census gives the foreign born, children of foreign

born, and children of either a father or mother of foreign birth.

One can easily appreciate the confusion which would result from

an attempt to use all these figures because of inevitable duplication.

In view of these facts only those actually born in a

foreign land are enumerated.
population
in mind.

of

A more accurate idea of the Slavic

Hampshire County can be obtained when this is kept
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Chapter

I_

Fear of religious persecution, which had such an
important bearing on the early settlers of Massachusetts,
was directly responsible for the founding of Hadley\

Al-

though originally the settlements of Hartford and Wethersfield, Connecticut had been founded by religious liberals,

there grew up a certain element that was convinced that the
4

habits of some of their neighbors "did smack of Satan",

Fear-

ing that these two towns would share the fate of Sodom and

Gomorrah, these protestants decided to move to a new unsettled

area in order that they might settle a town that would not be

penetrated by ungodliness.
and Northampton, and,

Going north they passed Springfield

in 1659,

settled 2 1/2 miles to the north

east of the latter settlement, in a huge bend in the Connecticut
River.

At first the place was known as Norwottuck which means

"the village in the midst of the river", but in 1661 the influence
of some of the settlers, who originally came from Hadleigh, England,

resulted in its being named Hadley.

The

position chosen

was guarded on three sides by the Connecticut River which served
as a sort of barrier against the Indians.

A street twenty rods

wide was laid out allowing either end to rest on the river.

A

size of the settlement can be gained by observing that the road

was one mile long, while the length of the river around the bow
was six miles.

The extreme width of the street resulted in roads

3

(Springfield, 1905.) p. 468.
Judd, Sylvester, History of Hadlev
4
Johnson, Clifton, (ed.) Historic Hadley, (Northampton, 1909.; p. 10.
.
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being laid out on the sides, each with a double row of elms
that was to make this road one of the most famous streets in

New England.

On each side of the street the land was parceled

out in home lots of eight acres each which had to be fenced
at the rear by each lot holder.
to be fenced in by the town.

The ends of the street were

In this way the settlement was

relatively safe from the Indians, and the inhabitants were
enabled to devote their efforts to assuring the permanence of
the settlement.
The first means of livelihood, naturally, was farming.

The fertile land was excellent for wheat, rye, and barley
5

which were raised in considerable quantity until about 1800.

There were moreover such minor occupations as lumbering, trapping, and the operation of distilleries.

In 1797 Levi Dickinson, who had just come from Wethersfield, Connecticut, planted what has been credited as being the

first broom corn seed in America.

The first crop yielded enough

corn stalk to manufacture twenty brooms.

By 1850 Hadley was man-

ufacturing 767,000 brooms and 76,000 brushes in its forty-one
work shops.

Some of the broom corn was brought in from other

towns but the 1855 census reports 900 acres of broom, yielding

700 pounds an acre.
1421 acres.

This was out of a total tillable area of

Thus it happened that Hadley, at the middle of the

5

Judd,

Sylvester, op. cit. Chapter XXXIII.
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19th century, was a prosperous, happy, and contented town.

Unfortunately this period was the peak of production
because after the Civil War the competition of broom corn grown
on the western plains gradually crowded the Hadley product off
6

the market.

Although the cultivation of broom corn ceased,

the manufacture of brooms and brushes continued up until 1930.

In that year there were two small shops in Hadley that made

brooms from broom corn shipped from the middle west.
The next crop of economic importance was tobacco which
had been raised for private use since 1800, but not to any ex-

tent commercially.

Somewhere around 1860 tobacco came in rapidly,

and yielded huge profits for a few years.

This prosperity, at

a time when broom corn was losing its value,

removed the last

vestiges of Yankee frugality and caution, for there was an immediate increase in acreage, buildings, and, consequently in mortgages.

From 1875 to 1900 the price continued to fall, and the

entire town, because of overspeculation was in poverty.

If their

financial condition had been sound the Hadley farmers would have
been able to withstand this temporary drop in prices.

Some of

the more puritanical members of the community had regarded the

cultivation of "this nauseous and noxious plant" as a moral wrong,
8

and considered the depression as the work of God.

Hadley, be-

6

Ibid , p. 361
7

J., A History of Tobacco Production in New England
Storrs Agricultural Experiment Station, Bui.
No. 174,
Sylvester, pp. cit t
p. 361.

Hendrickson,

udd,

C.

,

.
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cause of prolonged financial difficulties, had reached such
a poor condition that it was apparent that some revolutionary

change must be effected if the town were to endure.

Onions also were an important source of wealth and
9

had been first planted in Sunderland in 1850.

Within a few

years the farmers of Hadley realized that their land was also
suited to the cultivation of onions, which yielded good profits.
One would assume that with these two crops that would

prove profitable over a period of years, the future of Hadley
was assured.

Such was not the case, however.

In 1840 New Eng-

land showed the first signs of a decrease in the agricultural

population.

This movement began in the towns with less fertile

land and spread relentlessly toward the more prosperous towns.
10
By a study of the census figures of Hampshire County, it may be

seen that every agricultural town in the county, with the exception of Hadley and Hatfield, showed a decline in population in
1865,

and that even these two showed a decrease in 1885 and 1895.

9

Rowe & Mighell, The Onion Situation in the Connecticut Valley
Mass. Extension Service Bulletin No. 138. p. 2.
,

10

See pages 14, 15, 16, and 17.

1

!
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GOUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE
Town

POPULATION DATA:
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COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE

POPULATION DATA:' TOTAL NATIVE POPULATION
1
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COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE

POPULATION DATA:

Town

1855

1865

1875

1885

1895

Amherst

192

265

316

371

Belchertown

345

139

196

-

TOTAL FOREIGN POPULATION

1905

1915
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2

7
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2
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1
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8

3

k

1
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k
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3
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There had begun in 1850 an influx of foreigners
This group consisted largely of Irish immigrants,

to Hadley.

as is evidenced by the fact that of a total of 254 foreigners

in 1855 162 were Irish, whereas the next largest group was com-

posed of 58 Canadians,

In 1865 there were 414 foreigners and

This ratio was approximately the same until 1885,

258 Irish.

when there were 213 natives of Ireland in a total of 300 foreign
born residents.
10A
creased steadily.

From this time on the percentage of Irish deIn the period from 1850 to 1885 the Irish had

gradually become acclimated and assumed a place of responsibility.
A phase of this progress of the Celts was the ownership of land.

Many Irish had taken advantage of the prosperous times up to 1875
and by 1885 owned a fair portion of the town of Hadley.

Despite this Irish immigration the population of Hadley

failed to increase after 1875.

Even more important is the fact

that after 1865 the native born residents of Hadley began to show
a decrease.

From a total of 1693 in 1855 the native born popu-

lation had decreased to 1447 by 1885.

This trend continued un-

til 1915 at which time the native born are no longer Yankees,
but the children of the Slavs who began to invade Hadley in 1885.
So it is, that regardless of an apparent increase in the native

born population, the Yankees and even the Irish are still decreasing in numbers.
The reasons for the decline are numerous.

10A
Massachusetts Census Reports

Those who
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were still interested in agriculture saw the growth of extensive farming in the West and possessed enough of the pioneer

spirit of their ancestors to forsake their homes for a new land
11

that promised wealth.

A still larger group that left the farms
12
of New England were lured by city life. There had arisen in

these rural communities a class of people who differed from the

earlier settlers.

After becoming established the inhabitants had

raised their standards of living and had attempted to improve
the cultural standards of their children.

when academies flourished in Massachusetts.

This was the period
The products of these

academies having been educated in less practical subjects than

agriculture had naturally lost the zest of their fathers for that
type of worfc.

In earlier days the young men of the family had

grown up with the idea in mind of becoming a farmer.

After a

course of study at the academies, however, they began to have a

desire for an easier and more lucrative form of livelihood.
Since most of the farmers sent their sons to academies, one can
see how easily a labor shortage could result in the period of a

few years.
Due to the fact that so few were available for hire

Matthews, Lois, Expansion in New England (New York 1909.) p. 271
,

12

"Earning a Valley", The Outlook . Vol. 96,
Sept. 10, 1920, p. 82.

(a)

Morse, W. N.

(b)

Unanimous opinion of older, well informed residents.

,

-20-

as farm hands, the price of farm labor in Hadley rose to $30.00
13
to $35.00 and board per month.
At this time the average wage
14
for farm hands in the country as a whole was $19.00. The ab-

sence of prosperity in Hadley, and the valley in general, has

been mentioned above.

Naturally the farmer found it difficult

to raise crops at a profit while paying these wages.

There was

only one solution to his problem and that was cheap labor.

If

such could be obtained the farmer would be able to raise his
crops at a profit and prosperity would return to such villages
as Hadley.

13
Balch, E. G.

,

14
Stewart, E. M.

op. cit.

,

p.

327.

and Bowen, C. J., History of Wages in the United
States from Colonial Times to
1928.
U. S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, Bui. No. 499, p. 227.
.
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Chapter II

The cheap labor so necessary if Hadley were to re-

gain its prosperity was secured by bringing Slavs into the
town.

Before discussing the method of bringing these men to

this country it will be helpful to examine their background,
that is, the countries from which they came, and the conditions

which prompted their decisions to leave for America.
The Slavs that have come to this town are from Russia,
15

Austria, Hungary, Germany, Lithuania and Poland.

It would be

difficult, if not impossible, to determine their exact national
source, because of the changes of boundaries in Europe occasioned

by the partitions of Poland, but it can be said that most of
these people are at heart Poles, for they have never given up

their spirit of nationalism, despite years of subjugation and
oppression.
In March 1865 Alexander II, Tsar of Russia, notified

the nobles that serfdom would have to be abolished.

He said,

"It is better to abolish serfage from above than to await the
15A
This
below."
time when it will begin to abolish itself from

move was hailed by the masses, but their joy was short lived.

When after much opposition from the nobles the plan of emancito
pation was adopted, it was at most a half way measure. Much
taken in order
the dissatisfaction of the nobles, their land was
to establish the Communal land.

Since too radical a change was

15
28 0»
United States Census Reports. Balch, E. G-. op« oit. P15A
Wallace, D. M. Russia, (New York 1877.) p. 489.
,

,
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impossible, the Serfs still had to pay feudal dues and submit
to many feudal customs which prevented their becoming pros15B
perous enough to buy any land. Although this decree was issued

February 19, 1861, and supposedly gave the Serfs their freedom,
the people were expecting a second proclamation which would

emancipate them entirely.

This was not forthcoming and when

Alexander III ascended the throne there was a change in policy.
This change was brought about by the nobles who had the sympathy of the new ruler.

This blow to the ambitions of the

Russian Pole was most important in causing him

to

look for an

16

outlet from his suffering.

The war between Austria and Prussia

in 1866 resulted in another exodus of Poles, as had an insur17
rection in 1861. Still later the "Kultur Kampf" of Germany in
the seventies caused such suffering that more Poles were driven
18

from the country.

In general then it can be said that the un-

certain conditions and oppressive governments were causes of immigration to the United States.

Political exiles and those wish-

ing to avoid compulsory military service provided still another

15B
Ibid. Chapter XXX
16

McLaughlin, A. "The Slavic Immigrant", Popular Science M onthly.
Vol. 63, May 1903, p. 25.
17
Balch, E. G. op. cit.
18
Ibid.

.

p.

214

.

p.

213.
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19

source of immigrants.

But far more important than all these

combined, was the emigrant who was motivated solely by the desire for economic betterment.
In some places a not unusual situation was one in

which there had been a poor year in a certain section.

The in-

habitants faced two alternatives -- either stay and starve, or
go to some other place in search of more prosperous conditions.

In a report on the causes of immigration, the United States Immi-

grant Commission reached the conclusion that, in general, it was
an ambition for better things rather than actual necessity that
20

caused the movement to the United States.
As we know,

the Slav is a rather quiet suffering per-

There must have been some factor which roused him out of

son.

this apathy.

The first of these was perhaps the propaganda of

the American Steamship Companies who sent agents throughout

Europe painting glowing pictures of the land of promise that
21
could be reached by paying $50.00 for passage. The reason for
this propaganda was that the Irish laborers in the coal mines
of Pennsylvania had begun to show evidences of their fighting

blood when the mine owners apparently refused to give them any
of the rights or privileges which the laborers assumed they had
19
Mr. M. Yarrows, March, 1936.
Davis, Philip. Immigration and Americanization. (Boston 1920)
p. 70.
20
Ibid, p. 72.
21
Mr

M

Yarrows. March, 1936. Immigration Conditions i n Europe.
Sen. Doc. 748, 61st. Cong., 3rd
session. P. 61
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22
earned.

In the 1870*

the Molly Maguires spread such terror

s

throughout the industry that despite the capture of the leaders,
it was seen that a more docile,

subservient type of laborer

was needed and the Slav was chosen as the perfect type.

Personal contacts, that is, letters written by those
who had come to this country to those in the homeland, were

perhaps the most powerful factor because it gave the Slav de-

siring to go to America a fixed destination, where he would be
sure of a job and not be in danger of starving.

The native

valley farmer soon learned to take advantage of this practice.
Mrs. Clifton Johnson of Hadley states that her father and many

of his acquaintances used this method of acquiring "green" hands

for the farm and girls for domestic service.

Perchance this

was a manifestation of Yankee ingenuity as it saved the fee of
the labor agent.

Still more effective was the returning immi-

grant who, in his European surroundings, was able to act as a man
of wealth.

In 1898 Edward Steiner witnessed the return of the

first Slavs from America.

They composed a group of about a

dozen men, each with his brass bound trunk (a sign of wealth)
and other apparent luxuries.

The whole town turned out to greet

the returning heroes and to learn of the land of gold.

At this

time these people were earning 15£ a day, with workless winters
and consequent starvation being a common thing.
22
Balch, E. G.

,

op.

cit.

,

p.

215.

The stories of
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bread, beans, onions, and even meat as a steady diet, with
a salary of $10.00 per month, acted as the necessary spur in
25
making them leave their homeland in search of relief. Un-

doubtedly, such occurrences were numberless throughout the

entire region.

After studying the background of the Slavs, one
.

realizes that these people have endured hardship for centuries.
Like every other group they were strengthened, it seems, by

persecution.

Personal liberty had been denied them for so

long that they came to hold freedom as an ideal.
had,

as his ambition,

the ownership of land.

Every Slav

The fulfillment

of this ambition awaited only the appropriate opportunity.

That opportunity arose in the 1880'

s

when the call for labor

24

came from America.
23

Steiner, Edward A.,

"Slovak and Pole in America", The Outlook
Vol. 73 (1903), p. 535.

24
Steiner, Edward A., On the Trail of the Immigrant
24

McLaughlin, A., op. cit.

p.

27.

.

(New York 1906)
p. 7
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Chapter III
The various steamship companies maintained offices
in the more populous sections of Europe.

At these stations

tickets were sold and the immigrant was given a physical ex-

amination by company doctors, so that there was a minimum risk
of the United States Immigration Bureau sending these people
25
back to the homeland, at the expense of the companies.

Once arrived at Castle Garden, the immigrant who
did not have friends in America simply stayed there until some

one offered him a job.

A common occurrence was for an agent

in search of labor to hire these men by groups.

After he had

secured enough help, each immigrant would be labeled with a
color© d ta S that bore his destination and the name of the man
to whom he was being sent.

The immigrants were then put into

railroad cars and shipped off, to be dropped at their various
26

stops like so much baggage.
In 1885 a Mr. Charles Parsons of Northampton made

his first trip to New York and returned with a group of Slavs
to be sold to the farmers of Hadley and the surrounding towns.

The word "sold" is proper because each farmer paid the agent
27
fee.
as
a
wages
month's
first
the Slav's
25
Davis, P., op. cit. .p. 43.
26
Mr. M. E. Manning March, 1936.
Mr. Frank Pelissier March, 1936.

27
Mr. Frank Loomis

March, 1936.
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The Slavic immigrants, as a whole, did not take
up farming when they came to this country.

This fact is clear-

ly shown in the graph on the following page.

The reasons that

only a fourth of these people, who are essentially a race of
farmers, accepted this type of work are many.

In the first

place agriculture did not offer the quick returns that the

other occupations afforded.

The other chief objection to farm-

ing was that it was a seasonal occupation.

The immigrant Slav

had practically no material possessions and so had to work
28

where he could get the most money in the shortest time.
Despite this impediment, Mr. Parsons and other agents
were able to obtain all the Slavs necessary.

In the large num-

ber of immigrants there were, naturally, a certain portion who
could not help but desire to continue the only type of life
they had known.

Some Slavs would much rather work on the farm,

and feel the scent of the soil in their nostrils, than go to
the mines or the mills where working conditions were considerably

more distasteful to the Slavic temperament.
in dull times at the mine or mill,

the Slav would carry his be-

longings along the road until he saw a
29

some farm yard gateway.
28
Balch, E. G. op. cit.

.

p.

317

29

Steiner, E. A. op. cit.

,

p.

213

As a matter of fact,

M help

wanted" sign on
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A.

Miners and
Workers in
Metals.
135,000

B.

Laborers not
specified.
135,000.

0.

Occupied in
Agriculture
105,000

"ec'hpnics

57,000

Comparis

>n

of Four Chief occupations of Slavic immigrants

Source,- Balch, E.

G.

Our Slavic Fellow citizens, p. 312.
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Parsons was perhaps the outstanding labor agent
30
in this section, but there were several others in the business.

These men brought up the Slavs in droves offering them to each
farm they passed.

The labor agents were not above reproach,

as is evidenced by an incident related in the Boston Evening
31
Transcript, which tells how a group of Poles came to Sunder-

land because the agent, Francis Clapp, said that some of their

friends were there.

"When the

Poles arrived and found this to

be false, they walked back to New York.

A contemporary has

told me that Mr. Parsons once got himself into difficulty by
his treatment of a recalcitrant Pole.

It seems that the Pole

showed an inclination to run away before Mr. Parsons could
sell his services to some farmer.

As a result,

the man was

tied hand and foot, thrown in the back of the wagon, covered

with a blanket and left there while the agent paid a call on
a friend.

Due to the extreme cold, the Pole cried out in

agony with such force that a nearby policeman found him and
32

hailed Parsons into court.
In 1880 the Slavs were paid #8.00 to *10.00 per

month as compared with the #30.00 to #35.00 that farm hands
30

Consensus of opinion of responsible residents.
31

August

4,

1909.

32
Mr. M. E. Manning.

,
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had demanded before the coming of the Slavs.

In 1907 the

wages had increased to a range of ^20.00 to $28.00 but in
33
1909 they were only $18.00 to #22.00.
ever,

At all times, how-

the non-Slavic farm hand was given a slightly higher

wage because of the fact that no time had to be wasted in

teaching him methods of farming.

In some cases the wife of

the Yankee farmer did not want to board the Slav.

In that

case the immigrant farm hand was allowed $14.00 extra each
34
month. His thtifty nature resulted in rather barbarous pra-

The Slav often paid some fellow Slav, who had bought

tices.
a house,

$4.00 a month for the privileges of sleeping on

a

mattress laid on the floor and of cooking his food in the
kitchen.

For food he also purchased a cheap grade of meat

at the market, tied some mark of identification to it and threw
it into a community pot used by his fellow boarders in the same
35
house.

It was but natural,

under the circumstances, that

almost the entire group of Slavs should be men.

It is also

natural that such conditions could not long exist.

In a strange

33

Balch, E. G. op. cit.
Morse, W. H.. qp. cit.
34
Ibid,

p.

,
.

p.
p.

327
80

80

Titus. E. K.

,

"The Pole in the Land of the Puritan",
New England Magazine Vol. 29 (1903-1904)p. 169.
.

-31-

community, where the older inhabitants were aware of the dif-

ference of classes, intermarriage was not possible.
few women that arrived became domestic servants.
36
ciency was so great that a demand for them arose.

The first

Their effiSince the

labor agents did not engage in this branch of the business,
the best way to secure girls was to have the hired man send

back word to Poland, Russia, or Austria that he had work for
a sister,

cousin, or daughter.

With the Polish women available,

it was common practice for the hired men to work for a while

and then marry whatever servant girls they could obtain.

The

amount the wife had saved from her wages had considerable to
do with her selection.

The Yankee farmer usually approved and

abetted such procedure, because once his hired man had married
and settled down, there would be much less chance of his drifting away to some other section. Hence the unpleasant necessity
of instructing a "green" hand in the routine of the farm was
36

partly eliminated.

A practice, just as common, was that of sending

money to the old country to bring over a wife and family which
37

had been acquired previous to immigration.

In some cases, the

man merely forgot his wife in order to take a new and less expensive bride here; but in general, the morals of the Slav were
36
Mrs.

Clifton Johnson, April, 1936

37
Mr. Yarrows and several Slavic farmers.
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such that he fulfilled his obligations to his family at all
costs.

On occasions which have required the writer to ask

Polish people about their family connections, he has found
numerous instances of people who came to this country with

their mothers, only after the father had preceded them and
secured a foothold for them.

Once the marriage had been con-

tracted, or the husband and wife had been reunited, the growth
of the family was not long delayed.

As with all races or classes

with simple standards of living, the Slavs are a very prolific
race.

Just as the pioneer Yankee and the newly arrived Irishman

had done, so did the first generation of Slavs in this country
38

raise ten, twelve, or even fourteen children per family.
In case of the wife's death the Slav merely went out

and picked a likely looking girl to come in and help run his

farm and raise his family.

Even today the loss of a wife is

regarded only as a material loss.

One Hadley farmer, while

telling the writer of his troubles, and bemoaning the fact
that conditions were altogether different from those which ex-

isted when he first came over, included among his other adver-

sities the fact that he had "one wife die two years ago, and

another this year."

This gives one an idea as to why the po-

pulation kept increasing, even though the death rate among infants was so high.
38

Mead, G. I.,

"In the Onion Fields of Massachusetts,",
New England Magazine. Vol. 47 (1912) p. 225.

-33-

The death rate among Polish infants was fright-

fully high despite the faot that, because of insepctions by

steamship companies and immigration officials, only the best
stock was allowed to come to America.

With regard to the

Slavic birth rate, there are no figures available but we can
38 A

gain much by contrasting the native and foreign birth.

Of

the remaining 250 perhaps 80$ are Ir?lh who migrated in 1850

and hence are not of an age wherein procreation is possible.
In 1930 it is apparent that similar conditions in regard to

age are beginning to have their effect on the Slavs.
There are two items to be noticed in the available
data.

The number of births to foreign born parents did not

show any marked increase until 1901.

In that year the num-

ber of births jumped to 20 from a previous high mark of 11
and began a rapid climb which reached its peak in 1918 when
123 such births were recorded.

It is also important to

notice that in 1905, for example, 1325 native born people

were producing 32.

This marked difference continued up

until the late 1920'

s.

An invading race, regardless of its origin or the

region it selects, is affected to an immense degree by the
native population. Usually because of prejudices and hostile
38A
The foreign element, according to the figures on pages 16
and 17, is 70$ to 75$ Slavic. The ratios are available only
every ten years because of the absence of data concerning the
small towns in the federal census. The 1930 figures are estimated because of the same lack of information.
39
Census Reports, Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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Table Indicating Ratio of Birth to Native and Foreign
Parents of Hadley, Mass. 1885-1930

YEAR
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1905
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912

NATIVE
FOFULATION

BIRTHS TO
NATIVE BORN

1447

18
18
19
22
18
18
11
12
19
19
19
22

1354

300

350

6

11
20
20
26
27

2300

*

32
46

570

31
42
33
61
53
63
79
72

16
19
13
14
32

1743

3
11
5
7
7
10
12
3

10

9

11
22
10
20
13

10
16

12

16
11
11
13
16
12

1325

BIRTHS TO
FOREIGN BORN

6
8

23

1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
Source:

FOREIGN
POPULATION

923

*

11
11
14
19
15

104

23

75
73
76
49
36
37
27
20
22

15
12
20
15
16
11
15
11
18

98

123
98

82

600

15

Birth Statistics obtained from Hadley Town Reports 1885-1930
Population Statistics from State and Federal Census Reports.
*Not Available
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attitudes, a group of immigrants is treated so contemptibly
and harshly that the process of Americanization is delayed

indefinitely, if not halted permanently.

Although the Yankee

farmer did not greet the Slavs any more profusely than he had
40

their Irish predecessors, he realized their value.

.

The fact

that few obstacles were put in the path of the Slavs is due

entirely to this factor and to the character of the invader.
Despite the rapid progress of the Slavs in Hadley,
it is a fact that they are not very resourceful,

too high a degree of initiative.

and have not

The progress that they have

made is based solely on their ability to select a task and
then to stick doggedly to it until they have achieved their
purpose.

This characteristic is also responsible for their

status as laborers in Hadley.

When a Yankee or Irish farmer

set a Slav to work he could rest assured that the task would
be done just as he directed, regardless of any discomfort it
41
Once their work was done, the Slavs
might cause the Slav.

made no attempt to mix in the social or political affairs of
41
the older residents.

The importance of this trait is stu-

pendous because one of the most irritating experiences that
the "natives" of any section can undergo is to have the new-

comer attempt to inject himself into the formers

1

affairs. At

the same_time the_Slav was a good neighbor, in that, in time

40
Mr. Robert Morgan, Amherst Savings Bank.
Mr. Frank Loomis.
41
The statements in this paragraph are, without exception,
supported by universal opinion.
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of need, his goods or services were at the disposal of the
one in need of them.

The simplicity and impassive nature

of the Slav combined to make him contented with his lot.

This does not mean that anb it ion was entirely lacking.
the contrary, every Slav hoped to own his own farm.

On
The

Oriental strain in his make up, however, caused him to realize that he must work hard and achieve his goal by his own

patient toil.

.
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Chapter IV

Having seen that the incoming Slav oriented himself to such a community as Hadley without great difficulty,
we next find that the same quality which made him a success-

ful day laborer was to be the cause of his becoming one of
the outstanding farm owners in the Valley within three decades.

In 1906 the Slavs constituted 20? of the population of Hadley
42
and owned 700 acres or 5.3# of the land, whereas in 1929 they

amounted to 60% of the population and owned 40. 2# or 5230
The number of Slavs owning land at that time was appro43
ximately 225 to 250. This acreage is so distributed that it
acres.

can safely be said to be of all types and values, with no con-

centration upon either very good or very poor soil.
As has been mentioned before the two chief crops
of Hadley,

since 1880, have been onions and tobacco.

In order

to understand why the Slavs have been so successful, one must

first be familiar with the products and the type of work required in the cultivation of these products.
The light, alluvial, sandy soil of the Connecticut

Valley is admirably suited for the production of fine, light
colored cigar wrappers which became popular in the manufacture
44
Before that a dark wrapper requiring
ef cigars about 1905.
42
op. cit.
Balch, E. G.
p. 329
43
Figures for 1929 obtained from the books of the Hadley town
assessors
44
The Culture of Tobacco (1905) p. 3.
Odium, G. M.
W.
op. cit. p. 86.
N.
Morse,
Hendrickson, C. J., op. cit. p. 32.
,

,

,

,

,
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a different soil was desired so that there was not so great

a demand for Connecticut Valley tobacco.

The actual field

cultivation begins when the plants are transferred from hot
bed to field.

Then follows a long season in which various

hand operations are necessary.

These include hoeing and

weeding, topping, pruning, suckering, harvesting and finally

sweating.

All of these tasks demand hand labor which is

appallingly tedious and is carried on under most uncomforta45

ble conditions.
The geographical features to be found in the

Connecticut Valley also account for the presence of onion
growers.

The only factors of onion culture to be introduced

here are those that will be of assistance in demonstrating
the peculiar adaptability of the Slavic races to this type
of work.

Success in onion growing depends upon the utiliza-

tion of every possible inch of land.

In view of this fact

rows are spaced at twelve inches and in these rows the plants
are set less than three inches apart.

Since no practical

mechanical invention is available this is a task that must be
done by crawling slowly along on hands and knees when nets
are used.

When seed is planted directly hand seeders are used.

Next comes the fight against weeds.

Implements such as wheel

hoes and cultivators are available and are used to a great

extent to take the sting out of hand weeding, but they do not
45

Hutcheson and Wolfe., Production of Field Crops.
p. 360.

.

(New York, 1924),
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corapletely abolish the tedious and expensive hand work.

Due

to the sparce foliage of onion plants the growth of weeds is

most rapid*
way,

Once the weeds have gained the slightest head-

the grower might as well give the crop up as a failure,

for the expense of reclamation would be prohibitive.

The

person who is to do hand weeding must be careful and methodical.

Various instruments are available but hands are the good old
standby.

This procedure is necessary from three to five times

during the summer months, depending upon weather conditions,
when the sun is beating down on the flat dusty land required

for the crops.

The harvesting of onions requires hand labor

but is by no means the final step.

This final step is the

process known as topping, in which the laborers crawl along
on hands and knees and cut off the tops and pile the onions

in rows.

Again, due to lack of satisfactory machines, the
.

onions must be prepared for market. by hand.

This procedure

consists of cleaning sand and loose skins from the onions and
grading them according to size and color, all of which is not
46

strenuous work but requires a good deal of some one's time.
46

Taubenhaus and Mally.

,

The Culture and Diseases of the Onion.
(New York, 1924)

.
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Millions of onion sets that have to be

carefully placed in rows that seem to
be without end.

When one realizes the nature of these two crops
and the requirements which they exact,

one can easily under-

stand why very few can endure the work-let alone be happy at
it.

A few of the Slav's traits of character have been men-

tioned in connection with his success as a laborer but a
more detailed account of his habits, ideals, and customs is

necessary to show why he became so successful a land owner.
The most outstanding is the impassive temper which
is present upon all occasions.

is appreciated,

Once this characteristic

it is easier to under why the Slavs have been

so easily conquered and ruled by despots, meanwhile offering

no resistence.

The Slav bears oppression, and in his native

-41-

land does little to better himself.

Upon this point one

must lay great emphasis if he is to explain the success of
the Slav in America.

Due to the zeal of our steamship com-

panies these people were drawn from their environment of

hundreds of years by colorful descriptions of the land of
promise to which they could be transported for the sum of
$50.00.

Once here many of the old country ideas and habits

were dispensed with, but as human nature is hard to change,
the Slav has remained the impassive, long suffering, sub-

missive and non-complaining plodder.

Combining the American

idea of progress and prosperity with this brand of patience

and self denial, we have a set of qualities remarkably suited

for success in agriculture, never a dependable and rarely a

lucrative occupation.
Among most races of hand workers who possess a

long tradition in a certain field, there develops an appre-

ciation of and a pride in the craftsmanship, efficiency, and
results of the work.
however.

This is not true of the Slavic peasant,

While working as a serf the Slav cared not what

resulted from the lowly type of work which only his impassive
47
him
to
do.
temper enabled

All he knew was that the work had

to be done and that he had to do it.

When serfdom was removed

the peasant was still not free to do as he pleased with the
47

McLaughlin, A., op. cit.

,

p.

25
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land given him.

The lord had certain obligations which

had to be met and the only way to meet them was to have his

peasants work.

In addition, the Slav had a sort of fatalism

which resulted from the fact that it is not entirely the
work which determined the ultimate result, but rather the

unforseen circumstances such as climatic and economic factors.
While the latter is true even in America, the Slav has absorbed enough of our ideas to realize that success is dependent chiefly upon individual initiative and that there is no
place for the laggard.

Briefly then, the Slav, by virtue

of centuries of habit, has become the symbol of persistency.

Once this trait is tempered with the idea of individual ini-

tiative which is so prevalent in this country, we have a man
that is perfectly suited to the agricultural life.

Another common characteristic
of the family.

is

the compos iton

In the old world the family is the all power-

ful unit and is called a "bratstvo"

(brotherhood).

It may

occupy an entire village, the head of the family being the
strongest and best suited man and not necessarily the father,
who is discarded once his usefulness is outlived.

The head

of the family is the civic head and his word is law in all

cases.

In the new world the Slav has been able to take ad-

vantage of this situation in competing with established farmers.

-43-

The most notorious characteristic of the Slavs which

aids them in competition, is the position of women.

The follow-

ing Slavic proverbs are excellent illustrations of the status
48
of the Slavic women.
"The man is the head, the woman is grass."
"One man is worth more than ten women,"
"A man of straw is worth more than a woman of gold."
"Let the dog bark, but let the woman keep silent."
"He who does not beat his wife is no man,"
"What shall I get when I marry?" asked a boy of
-his father.
"For your wife a stick, for your
children a switch."
"Twice in his life is a man happy; once when he
marries and once when he buries his wife."

Another proverb which shows that women expect such
treatment is as follows:
"Love me true, and love me quick
Pull my hair and use the stick."
In brief,

then,

a woman is valued for

the work she

can do and for the number of children that she can bear.

If

she is unable to accomplish the latter her position is even

more pitiful, and suicide is a common result.

A survey has

shown that but one Slavic woman in 58 is barren, while in the
49

case of the Yankee and Irish stock the ratio is

1

in 12.

Here

again, the influence of American culture and civilization has

tempered the severity of the situation to some extent, but
the woman is still inferior to the man and works in the fields

with her children.
48

Steiner, E. A.
49
Ross, E. A.,

op.

cit. p. 187

"The Slavs in America", The Century Magazine,
Vol. 88, p. 594.
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A most convincing example of this was brought to
my attention by Mr. Robert Morgan of the Amherst Savings

when visiting a Slav client this year, was brought

Bank, who,

into the parlor to see an enlarged framed photograph of the
farmer.

In the photograph was to be seen the individual

proudly standing between and holding the heads of his two

new horses.

Mr. Morgan asked why there were no pictures of

the man with his wife and children and was promptly informed

that the horses were much nicer than the family.

While this

may not be the universal attitude, it may conservatively be
called a common one.
The lot of the children is the same as that of the

mother.

This characteristic treatment begins immediately

after birth.

The infant child is brought out to the field and

laid in a carriage.

In the earlier days, a carriage being a

luxury, the father made a triped of saplings and the baby was

tied to this and a shelter thrown over it to keep off the sun's
rays.

The mother nursed it when necessary but if a bottle

were used the child was unable to consume the contents before
50
the heat of the sun had turned the milk sour.

A local clergy-

man said that for every child of the old stock that he buried
51

he attended two Polish children.
50
Moore, H. H.

,

51
Morse, W. N.

,

"The Black Dirt People", The Outlook .Vol. 93
p. 949.
op.

cit.

.

p.

83.
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Thus we have still another advantage that the Sla-

vic immigrant possessed over his competitor.

The competitor

had had the advantage at first, when he paid low wages, but

soon the Slav family provided an adequate supply of labor,

which could do the work just as well as men hired at the rate
of #20.00 per month.

With such an advantage it is not diffi-

cult to see why the Slav was in a position to buy land shortly after his arrival.

Although most of our Slavs have migrated to mill
towns their natural habitat is the small agricultural com-

munity which is never larger than a village.
have no beauty or cleanliness.

These villages

Naturally, then, the same

applies to the houses which make up these villages.

The Slav

has no pride in his personal property and is usually content
to live in crowded, dirty rooms.

Steiner says

-

-

"certain

insects which would annoy us dreadfully exist in these rooms
in unaccountable numbers, but are treated with silent contempt,
15 A
Needless to say
diminution".
not
tend
to
their
which does
this additional evidence of a low standard adds another factor
to be considered when studying the competition of Slavs with

native farmers.
All immigrant races to America have been looked

upon with distaste by the older stock and often justly so

because of their different concepts of standards of personal
conduct.

The Slav is as honest as the day is long.

15A
Steiner, E. A., op. cit.

,

p.

203

In all

:
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readings on the race and in the opinion of all who have had

dealings with him, there is almost unanimous agreement that
52
one can trust the Slavic honesty.

Each and every person in-

terviewed has stressed this fact so it seems that the Slav
made this impression at an early date and has never given

cause to effect a change.

Though this point is probably not

too important, it might be pointed out that in some European

countries,

such as Hungary and Russia, all debts are collect-

able and that the law in this case is very strict.

This

fact coupled with the simplicity of the Slav, accounts for
this characteristic which has made less heavy the burden
of the Slavic immigrant.

The morality of these people is

also of a commendably high level, which is probably due to

combination of the strong family bond mentioned above and
the complete domination by the Roman Catholic Church,

These

people are religious to the point of superstition and their

religion is a part of their everyday life.

For example, when-

ever a letter is written it is common practice to write as
53
follows
52
The sole dissenting note is to be found in an article,
Americanizing 80 000 Poles John Daniels, Survey Vol. 24,
372-85 - a discussion of criminal and anti-social habits
of Poles in Chicago - the facts seem to indicate that this
situation is inevitable in view of local conditions.
53
Thomas and Znaniecki, The Polish Peasant in Europe and
(Boston 1918) Vol. I. P. 303. Here are to be
America .
series of letters showing the strength of
several
found
the familial bond.
,

.
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March

1,

1910.

Praised be to Jesus Christus and the Holiest Virgin Mary,
His Mother

Dearest Children:

I

1

wanted to send wishes, etc.

Again in the body of a letter is the following statement:
"May our Lord God help you, and God's Mother of Czestochowa

and all the Saints.

It is sad for us that we can't be at

your wedding, but let God's will be done".
Furthermore, the part their religion plays is seen
by the following incident, which at the same time indicates
that the religion is not truly appreciated, as a rule, but

instead is a sort of heriditary or legendary fixture.

Edward

Steiner often inquired into the party affiliations of a
The predominant answer was "Me Catholic-

Slavic companion.
54

Greek not Russian".
Due to the Slav's course, blunt, and indelicate

manners of speech, as well as his low standard of living
there is a false idea that a low standard of morality prevails.

That such is not the case is asserted by those who

have had life long contacts with the race.

Weddings and

christenings, which are celebrated with consumption of alcoholic beverages, are often rather wild affairs that end
in a fight.

This is a national custom and is the chief cri-

ticism that the older stock offer concerning the newcomers.
54

Steiner, E. A., op. cit. p. 206
The Poles belong to a Greek branch of the Roman Catholic
Church. They refer to the Greek Catholic Church as the
Russian Church.
.
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It must be pointed out that these are undesirable manifes-

tations of old world habits.

This method of celebrating was

gradually given up, but regardless of the custom it seems
that such celebrations should not have been so easily condemned, as they were conducted in such a manner as to incon55

venience no one except those in attendance.

Since a discussion of religion and morals is out
of place in this study, it will suffice to point out that their

behavior, which is affected by these two factors, is an im-

portant point in determining their status in the community.
Regardless of the economic benefits due to their presence,

their progress would have been delayed considerably, or halted
entirely, had their behavior had been as to warrant the uni-

versal disapproval of the older inhabitants of the town.
The sense of monetary values possessed by these

people is remarkable.

In order to get a Slav to be interested

in and to appreciate a problem one has to put it on a dollars

and cents basis.

Mr. Morgan asserts that it is unbelievable

that these people are able to carry on shrewd financial tran-

sactions within a few months of their arrival, and before
they have acquired a working knowledge of the language.

In

confirmation of this we see the statement: "In mental quality
the Pole shows his ability to cope with his Yankee neighbor
55

Tyler, E.

"Poles in Hadley", Smith Col lege Monthly.
(Sept. 1909).
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56
in the market place."

The question of education gives us a typical

example of the Slavic appreciation of money.

The Polish

father takes his boys and girls out of school as soon as
the state requirements are met, not because they oppose ed-

ucation, but because they think the children should earn

money as soon as possible.

Mr. Edward Burke, principal of

Smith Academy, informed me that a recess of two to three
weeks is called every Spring during planting time because
there would be no students even if the recess were not granted.

School or no school, the parents require that the children help
so that the expense of hired labor will be avoided.

Even in religion, the value of money is apparent.
It was common practice for the usher to pass the box slowly
so that in case some member did not have a nickel or a dime
57
change.
take
his
have
time
to
could
he wished to donate he

The advantages of such a characteristic to a Slav striving
to buy his own farm are too obvious to mention.

Since the cardinal requisites which make up a

desirable immigrant are good physique, willingness to do rough

58
work, and a desire to make this country his permanent home,

56

Boston Evening Transcript, August
57
Moore, H. H.

58
Tyler, E.

,

,

op.

op.

cit.

cit.

,

.

p.

4,

1909.

949.

,
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it can be safely asserted that the Slav is a desirable immi-

grant, and as such received helpful treatment by all right

thinking people among the older residents.

There were some,

however, who refused to do anything helpful for the Slav
because of what they termed his low standards and morals.
The basis for such accusations was the way in which the Slavs

celebrated their weddings as mentioned above.
The treatment of women and children was the other

chief objection to the newcomers.

The Yankee, however,

forgot that it was primarily because of the disinterest of
the young in agriculture, which the Pole discouraged by

brief education, that had made it necessary for the Slavs
to be brought in to do the work.

der, in regard to the women,

He also forgot to consi-

that they were governed by usages

centuries old, and were happier while working in the fields

with their family than when alone at home.

Even today, when

many Slavs have become more prosperous than their former employers,

the mother will put on her overalls and handkerchief

hat to work in the hot sun rather than waste time at home.
In addition to the traits of character, the success
of the Slav depends on several other factors.

The first of

these is the requirements of the Slav in regard to material

59
Mrs. Clifton Johnson
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possessions.

The Slav had an advantage over his competitors

in that he could forgo the luxuries and comforts that the

older residents had come to regard as necessary.
The purchase of a farm is an excellent example of
this trait.

For the most part, the Slav purchased the old

colonial houses that were spacious and attractive, but the
only feature that the Slav appreciated was their utility.

Once had he obtained the house he set apart two or three

rooms for his own family.

The rest of the house was divi-

ded into tenements or was used to accommodate boarders.

These houses were nothing better than what the cities know
as "flop houses".

They charged 10^ for a night's lodging,

or if one wished to stay by the month he could have room
60

and kitchen privileges for $4.00.

In some cases,

of course,

boarders were not available but this did not tend to enlarge the family's living quarters as the parlor was used as
61
a store room for anything from trunks to fertilizer.

In

some cases the Slav was unable to get enough money to purIn that case he usually purchased

chase an established farm.

a few acres of land and built a little house of his own.

houses are numerous in Hadley.

In all cases they are small

ugly, cheaply constructed dwellings.
60
Titus, E. K.

,

op.

cit.

.

p.

164

61

Steiner, E. A., op. cit.

.

p.

202

Such

The only consideration
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is the utilitarian value and no attention is paid to de-

corations or furnishings.

The above photograph is typical of this type
of house.

It will be noticed that the front door is appro-

ximately two feet from the ground and consequently of little
use.

Although the house is easily seven or eight years old,

it has received but one coat of paint.

No attempt has been

made to improve the landscape around the house.
The financial efficiency of the Slav is of in-

estimable importance in a consideration of his changing
status in the community.

As has been mentioned above, the

Slav was grossly ignorant of financial arrangements upon
their arrival in this country due to the fact that, in the
old country, almost the entire business was in the hands of
62
Jews. The Yankee and Irish inhabitants were not slow to

McLaughlin, A.

,

op.

cit.

.

p.

27
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appreciate this ignorance.

When the Slav first came these

older residents made some rather shrewd bargains at his expense.

The immigrant was ignorant of our ways and spoke a

totally different language.

These handicaps were overcome

surprisingly soon and once the Slav had a single experience
in a specific business arrangement, he could be considered
the equal of his competitors.

example of this.

The marketing of crops is an

After selling one year's crop the Slav

would understand the procedure, and the next year could pro•

tect himself against any buyer who might attempt to secure
63
his crop at prices under the market value.

In purchasing his farm the Slav invariably deIn the old country what money was

pended upon a mortgage.

borrowed usually was received from relatives, but due to
the fact that nearly all of them were trying to buy farms,
the banks were the only recourse.

The Slavs rapidly learned

just how to renew their mortgages and transact business, so

that lack of credit rarely, if ever, prevented them from

carrying out their plans.

Today the outstanding feature

of these mortgages is that on an investment of $300.00 to

#500.00 the bank would allow mortgages of as much as $5,000
64
or $7,500.

This seems unbelievable but the reasons for such

procedure are sound.

The older residents were unable to com-

63
Morse, W. N.

.

64
Ibid., p. 83

,

op.

cit.

p.

85
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pete with the Slav and were anxious to give up their farms.
The Slavs on the other hand were anxious to buy the farms
at a fairly high price and to make a profit.

Thus a bank,

in financing the Pole whose reputation for honesty and in-

dustry was universal, was taking a relatively small risk in
65

that the Slav was almost certain to be successful.

Here then

is most reliable proof of the financial efficiency that aided
the Slav in competition.
In order to make these figures more enlightening,

there is included the graphic results of a similar survey
made in the middle west by W. J. Spellman, and used as a basis
66

for the term created by him

The Agricultural Ladder.

In

a study of the agricultural situation in the middle western

states, W. J. Spellman showed that the farming class tends
65
As sons of farmers
to better itself in three progressive steps.

they spend a boyhood on the farm to get on the first rung of

what is called The Agricultural Ladder.
The next step occurs when they become hired men,

from which position they graduate to the status of tenant

which in turn is the stepping stone to ownership.
top rung of the agricultural ladder.

This is the

The Slav had to pass

through two stages, namely, hired man and tenant, before becoming a land owner.
65
Mr. Frank Loorais
66
„
American Economic
Spellman, W. J., "The Agricultural Ladder
Review Vol. 31 (1918) p? 170.
,

,
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The situation in Hadley shows that the hired man

stage is much shorter among our Slavs than among non-Slavs

in the settled middle west.

That is, among the former the

period is 2 to 4 years in length while among the latter it is
4 to 6 years.

This may be accounted for,

to some degree, by

the fact that in the middle west one begins as a hired man

at an earlier age than these Slavs who had to be at least 20

years old to have immigrated to America as laborers.

It

might safely be said that after ten years as a hired man the

Slav is more adept or desirous of becoming a tenant climbing
the ladder, than is his western brother.
In the tenancy period the factor of age may be

properly discarded.

A comparison shows that with the Slavs

the period of tenancy in Hadley is usually 2 to 7 years, while
the period in the western group falls around the period of 5
to 10 years.

These two comparisons indicate clearly that

conditions in Hadley are such that the Slavic immigrant pro-

gressed more rapidly than his fellow farmer in the mid west.
In the interests of simplification the Slav is con-

sidered as a tenant as soon as he has rented land, regardless
of amount.

Undoubtedly, in most cases, the Slav was a tenant

and laborer during overlapping periods.

The purpose in rent-

ing land was to provide a means of utilizing the latent labor

supply in the form of the family.

While the Slav was working

The Graph Indicates the Number of Years Spent
as Wage Earners by Non-Slavs in Middle Western States

55

umber of Men

50

45
40

35
30

25
30
15
10
5

1

3

3

4

5

8

7

9

10 11

13 13 14 15 16 17 18

Number of years.
Source: Spellman, W. J.,

"The Agricultural Ladder."
American Economic Review Vol.31, 1918)p. 170.
(

Slavs in Had ley
30

Number of Men

15
10
5

1

3

3

4

5

6

7

Number of Years.
Source: Personal Survey

8

9~

10 11 13 13 14 15 16

17 18

-57-

The Graph Indicates the Number of Years Spent as

Tenants by Non-Slavs in the Middle Western States
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for Mr. Jones, his wife and tiny children were taking care
of the onions on land he rented from the same Mr. Jones

66A
for $60.00 to $80.00 per season.

His day«s work over, he

would go home, eat his dozen potatoes and "Polack Steak",
and go out on the rented acre with his wife and children
to work till dark.

ping,

In busy seasons such as setting and top-

it was not unusual for the Slavic farmer to be seen

on an onion field at 11;00

P.

M.

working by lantern light.

The next morning he was up at sunrise working for Mr. Jones.

In the fall his onion crop was gathered in at a profit of
67
about $300.00 an acre in good years. The next year he rented

four or five acres and his family had probably increased its
potential labor supply by one.

Thus, in two or three years

he had enough to purchase a fairly good sized farm, with the

assistance of a mortgage willingly and perhaps eagerly offered
by the bank.

It is interesting to note that under such con-

ditions share cropping did not come into practice until about
68
1920.

The next step in the "agricultural ladder" is

ownership.

The period of buying was heaviest

the years 1909 to 1914.

in.

Hadley in

This is adequately demonstrated by

the graph based upon the results of a survey by the Mass-

66A
Mead, G. I., op. cit., p. 227.
67
Ibid., p. 228
68
Mr. M. E, Manning.
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achusetts Department of Agriculture in 1929.

Factors in-

fluencing this movement were the prices of tobacco and
69

onions.

Tobacco began to bring over 20£ per pound and the

onion acreage was gradually increasing because, between 1900
70
and 1920 it jumped from 677 acres to 4850 acres.

The threat

of war in Europe exercised unfavorable influence in the pur-

chase of farms.

Among some letters published in the Polish

Peasant in Europe and America

,

one can find warnings that

there were uncertain conditions and expectations of war by
the old folks in Poland as early as 1913 with subsequent ad-

vice to refrain from tying oneself down to a permanent po-

sition in America.

Polish independence like Irish indepen-

dence had been the subject dearest to the hearts of all
native sons for hundreds of years and one must not be missing

when the time arrived to do his duty.

This influence was of

varying importance, depending upon the degree of Americanization, but nevertheless it seems to have had some effect
as evidenced by the years 1915,

1916,

1917.

In 1918 it will

be noticed the buying resumed but did not reach its former

heights at any time.
The land available to the Slavs may be classified
into two types.

The first was the supposedly poorer soil,

overrun by brush, situated at a distance from the river and
69

For a complete list of prices and acreage see page 61.
Rowe and Mighell., op. cit.

.
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*

5

1895
1896
1897

1898

1899

1900
1901

1902
1903

190^
1905
1906
1907
1908

1909
1910
1911

1912
1913
191^

1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920

1

1921
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1922
1923

192^
1925

1926
1927
1928

1929

Source:

Mass. Dept. of Agriculture
Survey - 1929
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Table Showing Acreage and Price per Pound of Tobacco Grown
in Massachusetts During the Years 1895-1930

Year

1895
No data
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
Source:

Acreage
of Mass.

Price per
Pound

no data

197R
{J
4o4l
4284
4755
4??3

$.15
.12
.15
.12
.186
.169
.185

WW

4488
4712
4700
11-512

WO

4400
5600
5800
6100
6600
7300
7300
8400
10000
10000
10200
10000
9000
9000
9000
8600
6500
7100
7600
8000
8100

.135
.155
.14
.15
.20
.23
.21
.17

.145
.25
.38
.40

.463
.406
.36
.378
.438
.268
.16
.35

.375
.341

.426
.307

United States Department of Agriculture
Year Books for the years 1895-193°
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on much higher land.

The second type was the rich, fertile,

cultivated soil of the fields directly on the river.

Those

who desired to buy land as soon as they had just a little
money bought the poorer soil, while others preferred to re-

main laborers and tenants until they could buy the more expensive land in the valley proper.
The effect on the community was indeed beneficial

since the farmer went further away from the river to purchase
his land, which because of its situation had never been con71

sidered of economic value to the Yankees and Irish. Conse-

quently this poorer land was cleared, the tillable acreage
increased, and, much to everyone's surprise, the land was found
to be as good for onions as the soil in the valley proper. Here

again it has been charged that the Slav was duped into paying
too high a price, but if one accepts the theory, favored by

bankers, that land is worth what it will bring, this accusation

need not be heeded.

It is a fact, however, that this land which

had been thought of as being worth $100.00 an acre, began to

bring $150.00, then $200.00 and so on until in some cases it
72

reached a price of $300.00 an acre.
The second type of farmer that was willing to wait

till the land he wanted was on the market, paid a much higher
There were several such instances.

price for this choice land.

In one case a Pole told a Yankee farmer, named Cook, who lived
71

Opinion of town assessors of Hadley
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in the center of Hadley,

that he wanted to buy his farm. Mr.

Cook replied that he had lived there all his life and did

not intend to sell.

The Pole answered 'all right - - "you
73
die sometime, me buy you farm then". Naturally circumstances such as these tended to maintain and to raise the value

of farm land in Hadley, and with the result that the land

brought more than it was really worth.
The part played by the older inhabitants in the

progress of the Slav is exceedingly important.

To under-

stand their attitude one must remember that they were brought
74
into the town at a time when conditions were very poor.
The

scarcity of labor, and outside competition had combined to

make the prospect of prosperity most unsatisfactory.
The Slav changed all this, for by his low wage
he enabled the Hadley farmer to compete with other sections.

Aside from his adaptability to the two chief crops the cheap
cost of labor was important, especially to the onion growers
of Massachusetts who are handicapped by the fact that they

have to use more fertilizer an acre than any other section
of the country.

This is demonstrated by the fact that the

cost of one acre for fertilizer is $77.26 whereas the second
most expensive area is Orange County, New York, with a cost
75
of $32.73.

By renting and reclaiming, the amount of culti-

73
Morse, W. N.

,

op. clt.

.

p.

84

74
Supra., p. 15.
75

Rowe and Mighell., op.

cit.

,

p.

5

-65-

vated land in Hadley rose from 1410 acres in 1850 to 3400
76

acres in 1930.

Naturally this brought more money into the

hands of those owning land and checked the depression.
pite the increase in prosperity,

Des-

the exodus of the older

stock from the farms could not be checked and the Slav was
able to buy the land.
The Yankee and Irish who were the land owners

until the Slavs were established, could not help but realize
that their prosperity was based upon the latter'

s

efforts.

This realization was perhaps the only fact that saved the

Slavs from the shabby treatment usually afforded immigrants.
The habits of the Slavs were such that they were disapproved
of by the older stock, and yet these habits go hand in hand

with those that saved Hadley from oblivion.

Once a group

begins to consider the niceties it loses the desire for
work.
Most, of the farmers of Hadley,

feeling that the

Slav was sincerely ambitious, yet by no means irritatingly
aggressive, as are some races, did what they could to help
the immigrant secure the goal which he sought; while those

who did not directly help, did nothing to hinder his progress.
76

Assessors* Reports, Hadley, Mass.
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Chapter V
The conclusions of this study are that the town
of Hadley was saved from economic decline by the advent of

the Slavic immigrant and that the latter was able to improve

his own condition because of his peculiar adaptability to
the conditions which he encountered.

The Slavs came to Hadley at a critical time in

that town's history.

The inability to cope with western com-

petition had practically eliminated the broom corn industry
and the fluctuations of the tobacco prices had made conditions

even more desperate.

Because of these conditions there was

a movement of the population to the larger cities.

lation of 8246 in 1865 dwindled to 1704 in 1895.
those leaving Hadley were young people.

The popu-

Most of

This left the land

owners in a predicament which caused the wage of laborers to
g§ to #30 to $35 per month.

This, naturally,

prevented the

farmers from growing crops at a profit so they began to bring
in cheap immigrant help.
These immigrants were all Slavs and began to arrive
in 1884.
1905.

By 1895 they numbered 101 and were 372 in number by

The peak of the migration was reached in 1915 when the

Slavic born residents numbered 792.

Even in 1905 their increased

number was enough to permit Hadley to show an increase in total population for the first time since 1865.

The high

birth rate of the Slavic races was important in checking this

-67-

decrease in population.
The study has revealed the fact that the Slav's

labor stage was 2 to 4 years whereas the non-Slavic hired
men in the Middle West retained that status for 4 to
years.

6

The Slavs were found to remain tenants 2 to 7 years

before buying while the other group remained tenants for a
period of 5 to 10 years.

It has been ascertained that dur-

ing the years 1909 to 1915 the largest number of farms were

purchased.
prices.

This period coincides with the rise of tobacco

These prices began to go up in 1910 and were of

utmost importance in spurring a trend which was to result
in the Slavs obtaining ownership of the larger part of Hadley.

Since 1885 then, the Slavs have come to this country
penniless, and, through their own efforts have made a com-

mendable place for themselves in the community.

At the same

time conditions in the town benefited by their presence.

The

question that now arises is concerned with the future of these
people.

Will they be able to maintain their progress in spite

of the unfavorable forces of economics and of nature?

The

town of Hadley has, in the past, faced prospects just as
gloomy, but under entirely different conditions.

Any pro-

phecy would be futile because time alone will answer the question.
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